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During Astronomy Day ( May 6 & 7) ,

several people mentioned that they had j ust

seen a report on T. V that a new comet had

been discovered. Even a new galaxy! No one

seemed to have a straight story. I soon

forgot about it.

On Monday May 9th, I received a phone call at 10: 30pm E. S. T. It was

Denis. He stated that he j ust finished observing a comet in Ursa

Minor. Immediately I phoned Fred. He found it with little difficulty

with a Lumicon Super Finder. The following evening ( Tues. , May 10)

David Makela called. So did Lorne Johnson, Steve Dodson, and Frank

Kaknik. We set up a C8 for observing and photographing. Gerry Bourque

was busy with his Meade 8. Dave Turner' s Skyline was going crazy.

With a pair of 10x50 binoculars I found IRAS ( Infrared Astronomical

Satelite) at 9: 40 in late evening twilight. But it wasn' t even near

the Little Dipper. In 24 hours it had already crossed the lenght of

Ursa Minor, through Ursa Maj or and was lying several degrees west of

the Big Dipper. By 10: 15pm we all could see it easily with the naked

eye. . . . a faint, soft ball of fuzz larger than the size of the full

moon.

Click. . . . . . click. . . . . . the camera was going. All eyes were staring

upward. A new neighbour. The second closest celestial obj ect to this

planet in the universe. Only three million miles. The closest comet in

over 200 years. Discovered indepedantly by modern technology and two

amateur astronomers.

This is what the Sudbury Astronomy Club is all about. We all share a

desere to know more about the sky above us. We all want to share this

common bond with others.

Remember. . . . . the next time you hear a news report, read an article in

a magazine, or someone tells you they j ust discovered a black hole in

Coniston, don' t be afraid to pick up the phone and dial.



IImmaaggee ccoouurrtteessyy ooff NNAASSAA.. TThhiiss ddeeppiiccttss tthhee

SSppaaccee LLaauunncchh SSyysstteemm ((SSLLSS))..














